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Abstract:

Natural resource-dependent societies in developing countries are facing increased pressures linked to
global climate change. While social-ecological systems evolve to accommodate variability, there is growing
evidence that changes in drought, storm and flood extremes are increasing exposure of currently vulnerable
populations. In many countries in Africa, these pressures are compounded by disruption to institutions and
variability in livelihoods and income. The interactions of both rapid and slow onset livelihood disturbance
contribute to enduring poverty and slow processes of rural livelihood renewal across a complex landscape.
We explore cross-scale dynamics in coping and adaptation response, drawing on qualitative data from a
case study in Mozambique. The research characterises the engagements across multiple institutional scales
and the types of agents involved, providing insight into emergent conditions for adaptation to climate change
in rural economies. The analysis explores local responses to climate shocks, food security and poverty
reduction, through informal institutions, forms of livelihood diversification and collective land-use systems
that allow reciprocity, flexibility and the ability to buffer shocks. However, the analysis shows that agricultural
initiatives have helped to facilitate effective livelihood renewal, through the reorganisation of social
institutions and opportunities for communication, innovation and micro-credit. Although there are challenges
to mainstreaming adaptation at different scales, this research shows why it is critical to assess how policies
can protect conditions for emergence of livelihood transformation. © 2008 Elsevier Ltd. All rights

reserved.
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Resource Description

Exposure : &
weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health
Ecosystem Changes, Extreme Weather Event, Precipitation

Extreme Weather Event: Drought, Flooding, Hurricanes/Cyclones
Geographic Feature: ™
resource focuses on specific type of geography

Rural
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Geographic Location: ™
resource focuses on specific location
Non-United States
Non-United States: Africa

African Region/Country: African Country

Other African Country: Mozambique
Health Impact: &
specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure
Health Outcome Unspecified
Mitigation/Adaptation: &
mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource
Adaptation
Population of Concern: A focus of content
Population of Concern: &
populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts
Low Socioeconomic Status
Resource Type: ™
format or standard characteristic of resource
Research Article
Resilience: ™

capacity of an individual, community, or institution to dynamically and effectively respond or adapt to
shifting climate impact circumstances while continuing to function

A focus of content

Timescale: @

time period studied

Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment: &

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

A focus of content
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